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April Book Event Highlights 

Thursday, April 4th: Ann Arbor District Library celebrates National Poetry
Month with diVERSE voices, Downtown AADL 4th Floor Meeting Room, 343 S.
Fifth Ave. 

Thursday, April 4th from 6 pm to 8:30: Educator's Night at Literati Bookstore,
124 E. Washington 

Monday, April 8th at 7 pm: Panel Discussion: Why Do We Love Books?
Hatcher Graduate Library, 913 S. University. 

Tuesday, April 9th & 11th at 5:30 pm: Zell Visiting Writers Series presents
Edwidge Danticat, University of Michigan Museum of Art, 525 S. State St. 

Friday, April 12th at 6 pm: Book launch for Julia Henshaw, author of Real
Good Stories: Then and Now, Bookbound, 1729 Plymouth Rd.  

Saturday, April 13th at 7 pm: Signing and Reading with Michael DeForge,
Vault of Midnight, 219 S. Main St. 

Tuesday, April 16th at 7 pm: Linda Nemec Foster presents The Lake
Michigan Mermaid, Nicola's Books, 2513 Jackson Ave. 

Monday, April 22nd at 7 pm: Valerie Jarrett, author of Finding My Voice: My
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Journey to the West Wing and the Path Forward, Michigan Theater, 603 E.
Liberty. 

Thursday, April 25th at 4 pm: Discover Series: Books as Physical Objects,
William L. Clements Library, 909 S. University 

Saturday, April 27th from 1 pm to 5 pm: 11th Annual Midwest Literary Walk,
Downtown Chelsea. 

 
Click the calendar below to see more great book events taking

place this month!

Ann Arbor Book Trivia Question 

What year did Borders Books open a second location, and where was it
located? 

Look for the answer at the bottom of the newsletter!

Event Photo Highlight

https://www.michtheater.org/show/valerie-jarrett/
https://events.umich.edu/event/61727
http://midwestliterarywalk.org/
https://www.a2books.org/calendar.html


Local author and poet Keith Taylor reads his poetry in the Crazy Wisdom Tea Room as part of the

bi-monthly Crazy Wisdom Poetry Series, Wednesday, March 27th.

Meet a Bookseller: Mary McDonald of Nicola's Books 
 

Originally from Maplewood, New Jersey, a
bedroom community of Manhattan, Nicola's
Books bookseller Mary McDonald lived in Ohio
for 25 years before moving to Michigan in 2013.
She has been a bookseller for almost 20 years,
ever since she got a part-time job in 2000 at the
Learned Owl Book Shop in Hudson, Ohio, to
supplement her work as a freelance writer. But
Mary's love of independent bookstores started
as a young girl, when she saw the value a
bookstore had in her own community.
Maplewood was fortunate to have an
independent bookstore, The Book Stop, that

provided what Mary refers to as 'a true independent book shop
experience.' “The person who ran the book shop, Liz, knew everyone. I would
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come in as a kid and say, 'I need a book for my Uncle Bob,' and she'd say, 'I
don't think he's read this thriller yet.'”

It was this deep connection bookstores have with their communities that
attracted Mary to apply for a job at the Learned Owl, whose service was on par
with what she had experienced herself growing up. “People would come in and
you knew them and you knew their kids and their spouses. It was a cool way to
sell books--really knowing a community and having folks who you sold books to
again and again. You got to know their taste. We would even occasionally call
customers we knew very well and say, 'I just read this thing and I know you
want it. I'm just going to set it aside for you.' That's something I've always really
liked about indie bookselling.”

Mary decided to move to Michigan in 2013 to pursue a romantic relationship,
and secured a job at Nicola's Books before making the move. As a bookseller
at Nicola's, Mary handles consignment, acquisitions, and most school-related
inventory ordering. In her spare time, Mary also volunteers her time as the
Exhibitor Chair for the Kerrytown BookFest. But it's connecting people with
books that she loves most. “I love sharing books that I love with other people. I
think that's great. And especially kids. Little kids get so excited about a book. I
love how excited they get! And they're reading, which is setting them up to have
this pleasure that can be lifelong.”

While Mary reads a lot of speculative fiction and science fiction and enjoys
reading funny memoirs, she is drawn to any book that makes you think. “I like
books, whatever genre, that make you examine the world and why it is the way
it is and how people make it so. I think any good book does that in any genre.” 

We asked Mary what she's read recently that she's been excited about, and like
any voracious reader, she was hard pressed to name just a few books! Below
are three titles that really stand out to her. But we encourage you to seek her
out the next time you visit Nicola's Books, as there are plenty more books we're
sure she'd love to share! 

Mary's Book Picks: In Her Own Words

Words are My Matter: Writings about Life and Books, 2000-2016, by Ursula
LeGuin, Little Beer Press, $24, (Paperback release 10/22/19) 

What I love about this book is that she's writing about books that she loves. It's
a book of essays and some of them are reprinted book reviews that she did for
various publications. Some are talks that she's given about various genres or
movements in literature. Some are just things where she's writing and saying 'I



love Grace Paley and I don't know why she's out of
print.' And now Grace Paley is in print again. Yay! She's
always thoughtful and it's just a terrific book because I
can dip into it and I know no matter how many times I
look at it, I haven't read all of the things that she's talking
about, and I know each one of them is going to be a
gem.

The Library at Mount Char by
Scott Hawkins 
Broadway Books, $16 

I'm not a big horror fan at all, but this a great book and it
is horrifying. It is not for the faint of heart by any means,
but it's smart and literary and funny and twisty and just,
everything that a book should be. Except if gore freaks
you out you should NOT read it! But it's great and it's
totally under the radar. I don't know why it didn't get

more press than it did.  

The Stranger Diaries by Elly Griffiths 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $25

This is a really good book--it's like a tribute to Gothic
mystery-- by Elly Griffiths who did the Magic Men series
and is a forensic archaeologist in Britain. She's a good
writer and she's really fun. It's about an English teacher
who works at a high school, and in her spare time, is
writing a book about a fictional Gothic mystery writer
who is supposed to have lived in one of the buildings
that is now this high school where she is working. She's a single mom who has
a daughter and is living her life. Then one day she's going through one of her
diaries and finds that someone has written in it. And what they've written is 'You
don't know me.' How creepy is that?! Because you're thinking 'Oh my gosh,
who is this person whose been in your house and found your diary?' But there's
also that aspect of, 'Well, IS it really someone else? Or is it her and she's just
really intensely messed up in some way?' Then someone in the school is killed
and it just goes from there. It's edge of your seat. It's really good!
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Book Ends

Congratulations 
Literati Bookstore! 

Publishers Weekly recently
designated Ann Arbor's own Literati

Bookstore as the 2019 PW
Bookstore of the

Year!  Congratulations to Hilary,
Mike, and the entire Literati

Bookstore staff!

 
AADL Mallets Creek Branch to

Close for Renovations 

The Ann Arbor District Library
Mallets Creek location will be closing
on Monday, April 8th, for 6-8 weeks

for several renovations, including the
addition of two meeting rooms and

new flooring throughout. 
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Noteworthy April New Releases

         

           

These selections are only a fraction of the great books coming out in
April. Stop by your favorite local indie bookstore to check these out and

more!

Ann Arbor Book Trivia Answer 

Borders Books opened its second location in Birmingham, Michigan in 1985. It
opened a location in Atlanta, Georgia the same year.

Snapshot of the Past
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Caption: Borders brothers, Louis (left) and Tom, checking inventory, Borders Bookstore, April

1976. Donated by the Ann Arbor News. Courtesy of the AADL.
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