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May Book Event Highlights 

Thursday, May 2nd at 6:30 pm: Book Launch for Todd Sweeney: The Fiend of Fleet High
with David Pratt, Bookbound Bookstore, 1729 Plymouth Rd. 

Saturday, May 4th from 10 am to 10 pm: Free Comic Book Day! Vault of Midnight, 219 S.
Main St. 

Sunday, May 5th from 1 pm to 3 pm: Fifth Avenue Press Book Release Reception, AADL
Downtown Branch, 343 S. Fifth Ave. 

Wednesday, May 8th at 7 pm: Susan Choi, author of Trust Exercise, Literati Bookstore,
124 E. Washington. 

Saturday, May 11th from 5 pm to 7 pm: Edward Espe Brown, of The Most Important
Point: Zen Teachings of Edward Espe Brown, Crazy Wisdom Bookstore, 114 S. Main St. 

Monday, May 20th at 7 pm: Pulitzer Prize-winning author David Maraniss discusses his
new book: A Good American Family: The Red Scare and My Father, Nicola's Books, 2513
Jackson Ave. 
 

Click the calendar below for more info on book events taking place this month!

https://mailchi.mp/6356f1732d92/ann-arbor-book-society-may-newsletter?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.a2books.org/
http://www.bookboundbookstore.com/?page=shop/disp&pid=page_Events
https://www.vaultofmidnight.com/events-add/fcbd-2019
https://aadl.org/node/379433
https://www.literatibookstore.com/event/fiction-literati-susan-choi
http://crazywisdom.net/events.html
http://crazywisdom.net/events.html
https://www.nicolasbooks.com/event/evening-david-maraniss


Ann Arbor Book Trivia Question 

What author, born and raised in Ann Arbor, was a Special Assistant to the President and
Presidential Speechwriter for Bill Clinton? 

Look for the answer at the bottom of the newsletter!

Event Photo Highlight

Author Edwidge Danticat appears at the University of Michigan Museum of Art Museum Apse on

Tuesday, April 9th at part of the Zell Visiting Writers Series.

Renowned Book Artist and Sci-fi and Fantasy Illustrator: Randy Asplund

https://www.a2books.org/calendar.html


If you or someone you know is a fan of collectible card games like Magic: The
Gathering, Star Trek, and Middle Earth, chances are you have seen the
illustrations of Ann Arbor native Randy Asplund. If you have attended the
Kerrytown BookFest, then you have probably viewed his displays of illuminated
manuscripts and reproduction medieval books.

Early in life Randy developed a love for painting,
model airplanes, and reading science fiction and
fantasy novels such as J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord
of the Rings. He attended Greenhills School,
then Eastern Michigan University for two years to
develop an art portfolio, then the University of
Michigan where he earned a BFA and teaching
certificate. Intent on forging a career as a sci-fi
and fantasy illustrator, he also taught himself art
and book-making methods of the Middle Ages.

He received his first sci-fi illustration commission
soon after college, but his career really took off

after a friend of a friend showed his artwork to the editor of Science Fiction
magazine. Another friend exhibited Randy’s illustrations at an art show, and
more commissions poured in. Since then, his art has appeared in publications
such as Amazing Stories and Analog Science Fiction and Fact magazines, on
model starship kit box covers, collectible card games, and many other types of
media. Soon thereafter, he also began to build a reputation for making finely
detailed, handmade medieval books and illuminated pages.

Randy has received medieval book commissions
from around the world. Some are reproductions
of actual historic books while others are
customized to the patron’s own desires. His
materials and techniques are as period-authentic
as possible. The covers are made of wood
boards wrapped in leather, fastened with
handmade metal clasps, and even decorated
with precious and semi-precious gems. Pages
are delicate and durable parchment, displaying
careful script, intricate miniature paintings, and
genuine gold gilding.

Randy’s home on Ann Arbor’s west side is also his workshop and studio. The
garden contains plants that he uses to create some of the pigments for his
work, and the property also has two kilns for pottery making. He shares the



home with his wife Ann, herself a talented artist and historical costume maker,
who he met while teaching art in Sweden.

One room is a dedicated library. Bookcases filled
with books on the history of art, science fiction,
his own completed model starships, and samples
of his commissioned works. The room is
anchored by a reproduction medieval scribe’s
desk that he made by hand. Another room
functions as the art studio. A drafting table
dominates the space, while shelves lining the
walls hold an eclectic assortment of supplies:
woodworking and metalworking tools; dozens of
small jars of pigment powder; mineral rocks
waiting to be crushed by mortar and pestle;
oyster shells used as paint palettes; rolls of parchment and dyed leather;
collections of brushes, burnishers, and blades.

Besides taking private commissions, Randy exhibits and speaks at conventions
and fairs, and gives classes on manuscript illumination. These demonstrate the
intricate processes used by medieval scribes and illuminators hundreds of
years ago and reveal how books were some of the most expensive and
precious items that (only a very wealthy) medieval person could own.

Being a highly sought after freelance artist has
kept Randy busy for many years, both in Ann
Arbor and in far-flung places as an exhibitor,
guest speaker, and educator. Recently, he has
curtailed his schedule in order to focus on a
campaign against elder abuse inspired by his
own family’s circumstances. He details this
personal story on his website and Facebook
page, where he also displays many examples of
his artwork.

Learn more about Randy Asplund’s art and publications, including a book that
he is currently writing, at his website RandyAsplund.com and Facebook page
“Randy Asplund, Artist”

-- by Karen Alvarez

http://randyasplund.com/


Book Ends

On the Shelf                               
       

 

Akata Witch 
by Nnedi Okorafor 

Speak, 2017 
Paperback, $10.99

 I have been reading a lot of fantasy
lately, and Akata Witch, targeted for
ages 12 and above, caught my eye.
Set in contemporary Nigeria, both
the actual country, and the magical
world, come vividly to life. But even
more engaging than the setting are
the characters. I found the four lead
children interesting, but Sunny most

of all.  Sunny is bright, and when
necessary, incredibly brave. 

 Twelve-year old Sunny was born in
the U.S. but moved to Nigeria with

her family three years ago. Sunny is
bullied by her classmates, who call
her an Akata, a pejorative term for
those born outside Nigeria. She’s
also bullied for being an albino.
Sunny’s parents are remote and
punitive, and her older brothers
ignore her. In addition to being

Great Michigan Read
Announced! 

 

The Michigan Humanities recently
announced the 2019-20 Great

Michigan Read: Dr. Mona Hanna-
Attisha's What the Eyes Don't See:
A Story of Crisis, Resistance, and

Hope in an American City. The
Great Michigan Read will kick off in
September 2019 and conclude in

the fall of 2020. 

Book Award Winners

The 2019 winners of the Pulitzer
Prizes and Edgar Awards were

recently announced. We thought
we'd share some other award

winners (and nominees) announced
this year that you may have missed. 

Andrew Carnegie Medals for

http://www.penguinteen.com/meet-akata-witch/
https://www.michiganhumanities.org/great-michigan-read-3/
https://www.npr.org/books/titles/623127053/what-the-eyes-dont-see-a-story-of-crisis-resistance-and-hope-in-an-american-city
https://www.pulitzer.org/prize-winners-by-year
http://www.theedgars.com/nominees.html
http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/carnegieadult


isolated, Sunny’s troubled by a
vision of the end of the world.  

 When Sunny becomes friends with
her classmate Orlu and two of his
friends, she discovers a magical

world she never knew existed, and
learns she’s a magical Leopard
person. As the four children are
trained in magic, it’s apparent

something dark is coming. Always in
the background is the mysterious

character Black Hat Otokoto, who is
killing children throughout Nigeria.

Ms. Okorafor’s world-building feels
fresh. The magical world is

intermixed with actual Nigerian
life. Lambs (non-magical people)

and Leopards differ sharply in their
values. Lambs think material things
are primary, while Leopards value
learning. Leopards earn magical

currency -- or chittim -- by learning.
The harder the skill or lesson

learned, they more chittim they
receive.

 While reading I often went online to
look up foods and places Sunny

encounters. I craved plantains and
mangos right along with Sunny.
While the ending is satisfying, I

wanted more of this world. Shortly
after I finished Akata Witch I
purchased the sequel, Akata
Warrior; it did not disappoint.  

--Linda Kimmel

Linda is a research manager in the
Center for Political Studies at the
University of Michigan and in her
spare time is on the Board of the

Ann Arbor Book Society and loves
attending local book groups and

author events

Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction 

Audies Award 

National Book Critics Circle Awards 

Man Booker Shortlist 
 

Have you heard? WEMU has started
a new feature, Beyond Books, to

connect listeners with the multitude
of ways the Ann Arbor District

Library is a center for community in
Ann Arbor. Check out the first

segment with Library Director Josie
Parker and Communications and
Marketing Manager Rich Retyi!

 

We were saddened by the recent
announcement that the Kerrytown

Bookfest was forced to take a hiatus
this year due to rising costs and lack
of volunteer support. The future of
the festival will be determined over

the next few months, so if this
annual longtime book event is

important to you, please consider
visiting their website to make a

donation or contact them to learn
about volunteer opportunities. 

http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/carnegieadult
https://www.audiofilemagazine.com/audies/?category=&winners=true
http://bookcritics.org/awards/
https://themanbookerprize.com/international/news/2019-shortlist-announced-man-booker-international-prize
https://www.wemu.org/
https://www.wemu.org/programs/beyond-books
https://www.ktbookfest.org/
https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2019/04/ann-arbors-kerrytown-bookfest-on-hiatus.html
https://www.ktbookfest.org/
https://www.ktbookfest.org/contact


Noteworthy May New Releases

              

            

Ann Arbor Book Trivia Answer 

Author John Pollack has written several books, most notably, Cork Boat, his 2003 memoir
about building a 22-foot Viking ship out of 165,321 wine corks. He is also a winner of the
O. Henry World Pun Championships and has twice been selected as a Wertheim Scholar
at the New York Public Library. A graduate of Huron High School, John Pollack currently
lives in New York City.

Snapshot of the Past

https://info.harpercollins.com/confessionsoffrannie/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/538034/exhalation-by-ted-chiang/9781101947883/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/537667/furious-hours-by-casey-cep/9781101947869/
https://www.littlebrown.com/titles/jared-diamond/upheaval/9780316409155/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/603833/how-it-feels-to-float-by-helena-fox/9780525554295/
https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062393449/the-important-thing-about-margaret-wise-brown/
https://www.johndpollack.com/


Caption: Kiwanis donate soil conservation books to rural county school, May 1949. Published in

the Ann Arbor News. Courtesy of the AADL.
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